
Developing 
Early Maths



Maths is all around us.....
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Nursery number 
journey

Number and Numerical Patterns
Developing a strong grounding in number is vital so that all children develop the necessary 

building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, 
develop a deep understanding of numbers 0 to 5, the relationships between them and the 
patterns within those numbers. This is achieved, by providing opportunities in provision, to 

apply these skills to develop their understanding.



By the end of Reception...

Count objects, actions and 
sounds. 

• Subitise. 
• Link the number symbol 
(numeral) with its cardinal 

number value.
• Count beyond ten. 

• Compare numbers. 

• Understand the ‘one more 
than/one less than’ 

relationship between 
consecutive numbers. 

• Explore the composition 
of numbers to 10. 

• Automatically recall 
number bonds for numbers 

0–10. 

• Select, rotate and 
manipulate shapes in order 
to develop spatial reasoning 

skills. 

• Compose and decompose 
shapes so that children 

recognise a shape can have 
other shapes within it, just 

as numbers can.

• Continue, copy and create 
repeating patterns. 

• Compare length, weight 
and capacity.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFySD7xq06Q
From 25mins

Children subitising 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFySD7xq06Q


In EYFS we use:

-NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in 
the Teaching of Mathematics
-White Rose Maths
-Number blocks



I can 
master 
maths …..



Journaling ideas.....
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EYFS Provision Ideas





Lets get busy with Maths!

How can you represent numbers or 
patterns using these natural 
resources?



EYFS - LTP



BECOME FLUENT IN THE FUNDAMENTALS OF MATHEMATICS, INCLUDING THROUGH 
VARIED AND FREQUENT PRACTICE WITH INCREASINGLY COMPLEX PROBLEMS OVER 
TIME, SO THAT PUPILS DEVELOP CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND THE ABILITY 
TO RECALL AND APPLY KNOWLEDGE RAPIDLY AND ACCURATELY. 

REASON MATHEMATICALLY BY FOLLOWING A LINE OF ENQUIRY, CONJECTURING 
RELATIONSHIPS AND GENERALISATIONS, AND DEVELOPING AN ARGUMENT, 
JUSTIFICATION OR PROOF USING MATHEMATICAL LANGUAGE.

CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS BY APPLYING THEIR MATHEMATICS TO A VARIETY OF 
ROUTINE AND NON-ROUTINE PROBLEMS WITH INCREASING SOPHISTICATION,
INCLUDING BREAKING DOWN PROBLEMS INTO A SERIES OF SIMPLER STEPS AND 
PERSEVERING IN SEEKING SOLUTIONS.

As we progress 
through school....



Any further questions or comments?

Thank you for attending!


