
Christ Church CE & Lewis Street Primary Schools  
Music Intent (Sept 2019) 
 

Aims  
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 
styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  
 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and 
have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence  

 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through 
the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and 
appropriate musical notations. 

 

Intent 

What are we trying to achieve for our children in music? 

 We want our children to be creative, using rhythm and pitch to recall and improvise to create 
their our compositions 

 We want our children to enjoy and appreciate different types of music  
 We aim for all our children to have the opportunity to learn an instrument (tuned and untuned) 
 We encourage our children to take up opportunities to perform in musical events in a range of 

contexts 
 We want our children to recognise and use simple musical notation 

 
Implementation 

How is the curriculum delivered? 

 MAPAS wider opportunities – throughout the year in Year 3 and half-termly in each class  
 Weekly singing practices and regular singing opportunities in assembly 
 Cross-curricular links as appropriate 
 Singing and performance after school clubs 
 MAPAS events, eg. Wider Opportunities Concert, Salford Big Sing, Cluster group singing events 

 

Impact 

What difference is the curriculum making? 

 Engagement in musical activities 

 Music Mark Award as a result of being nominated by MAPAS 

 Improved confidence to perform to a range of audiences 

 Children are able to improvise on untuned instruments 
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Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Years 5 and 6 

Explore 

 Use voices in different ways 

 Investigate the different sounds 
that can be made with the 
instruments 

 Identify different patterns and 
rhythms in songs, chants and 
recorded music 

 Use voices in different ways to  
suit the purpose 

 Use instruments in different  
ways to suit the purpose 

 Begin to describe how music  
has changed over time 

 Begin to identify reasons why 
music has changed over time 

 Know and name the sections of  
the orchestra 

 

 Use voices and bodies in  
different ways to suit the  
purpose 

 Use instruments with increasing 
control to suit the purpose 

 Recall the sections of an  
orchestra and name the 
instruments accurately 

 Develop an understanding of  
the history of music over time,  
eg. how and why instruments  
have changed  
 

 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Years 5 and 6 

Compose 

 Use voices, bodies and  
instruments to create simple 
repeated rhythms (ostinato)  

 Play tuned instruments to  
create a simple piece of music 

 Choose instruments which are 
appropriate to the task 

 

 

 Begin to use simple notation as  
a record of a composition 

 Improvise using untuned 
instruments 

 Begin to understand how the 
stave is used to record music 

 Work collaboratively to  
compose own music using the 
same instrument 

 Use simple notation as  
a record of a composition 

 Improvise using tuned and  
untuned instruments  

 Begin to use the stave to record 
compositions 

 Work collaboratively to  
compose own music using more 
than 1 instrument 
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Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Years 5 and 6 

Perform 

 Sing in groups to other classes 

 Sing or perform compositions in 
assemblies 

 Perform own compositions to  
the class or other classes 

 Play instruments musically, eg. 
with control   

 Play tuned and untuned 
instruments, with increasing 
control, fluency, accuracy and 
expression 

 Sing with increasing control, 
fluency, accuracy and  
expression 

 Perform known songs and 
melodies as a solo and an 
ensemble 

 Play tuned and untuned 
instruments, with control,  
fluency, accuracy and  
expression 

 Sing with control, fluency,  
accuracy and expression 

 Perform own compositions as a 
solo and as an ensemble 

 Consider the audience by using 
appropriate expression  
to engage them  

 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Years 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Years 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Years 5 and 6 

Music 
Appreciation 

 Evaluate compositions,  
identifying what went well and 
even better if. 

 Evaluate performances, 
identifying what went well and 
even better if. 

 Make improvements to own 
compositions 

 Listen to recorded music and 
express an opinion, giving  
reasons. 

 Evaluate compositions,  
identifying what went well and 
even better if 

 Make improvements to 
compositions on the basis of  
the evaluations. 

 Evaluate performances, 
identifying what went well and 
even better if. 

 Find out about a  
famous composer, eg. Mozart, 
John Williams (film music) 

 Discuss and appreciate the  
music of a famous composer. 

 Evaluate compositions and 
performances, making 
improvements based on these. 

 Find out about a famous  
musician, eg. Ed Sheeran, John 
Lennon 

 Appreciate the music of other 
famous composers, eg. Hans 
Zimmer (film music) 

 Compare the music of famous 
composers, describing  
similarities and differences. 
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